book xp 6/12/07 12:09 PM Page 5 $

Contents

Acknowledgments 7

Introduction

Can We Understand Revelation? 11
Schools of Interpretation 27
Content and Style 39

Author and Date 49

Occasion and Purpose 55
Structure 57

Commentary

A Heavenly Vision (1:1-20) 69

The Messages to the Seven Churches (2:1-3:22) 83
God’s Throne Room (4:1-5:14) 97

Opening the Seven Seals (6:1-8:1) 113

The Seven Trumpets (8:2-11:19) 121

Seven Symbolic Histories (12:1-14:20) 133

The Seven Bowls (15:1-16:21) 153

Babylon the Prostitute (17:1-19:10) 159

N —h—



book xp 6/12/07 12:09 PM Page 6 $

The Appearing of Christ

and the Final Battle (19:11-21) 173
The Judgments (20:1-21:8) 177
The New Jerusalem (21:9-22:5) 189
Closing Exhortations (22:6-21) 195

Endnotes 199
Index of Scripture 201

CONTENTS





