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Introduction

Justin Taylor

ohn Piper recently recounted his father’s unwavering faith, even
in his closing years:

Even in his final years of dementia, he rejoiced. In the last month
that he was able to keep a journal (April of 2004), he wrote, “I’ll soon
be 86 but | feel strong and my health is good. God has been exceed-
ingly gracious and | am most unworthy of His matchless grace and
patience. The Lord is more precious to me the older | get.”!

Read that final line again, slowly. What an amazing sentence—even
in the midst of dementia, he felt the increasing preciousness of the
presence of Christ. One of the purposes of the book you hold in your
hands is to encourage you and equip you to truthfully write such a
sentence—and mean it—in the final season of your life.

What Is Perseverance and Endurance?

One of the best biblical definitions concerning the path of endurance
and perseverance is provided in the apostle Paul’s statement, “Not
that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own” (Phil.
3:12). Beginning at the end, we can note three truths he taught here:
first, the foundation of Paul’s (and our) perseverance is that Christ has
made us his own. Jesus says to us what he said to his disciples: “You
did not choose me, but I chose you . ..” (John 15:16). Christ is the
initiator in this relationship. Second, we have not yet arrived. There
is no ultimate arrival—either qualitatively or temporally—prior to

John Piper, “Evangelist Bill Piper: Fundamentalist Full of Grace and Joy,” delivered at the Desiring
God Pastors Conference (February 5, 2008); emphasis added. Available at www.desiringGod.org.
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standing face-to-face with God himself. We are in process, still in the
midst of the fight, still running the race. God “began a good work” in
us, but he will only “bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ”
(Phil. 1:6). Finally, despite the fact that it is ultimately God’s work, it
is done through our work, not instead of our work. Paul says that we
must “press on,” making it our own.

Building off of such teaching, theologian John Murray proposed
a definition to take account of the full biblical witness on this theme:
“Perseverance means the engagement of our persons in the most
intense and concentrated devotion to those means which God has
ordained for the achievement of his saving purpose.”? Note a number
of things: first, perseverance involves not just a part of us (mind or
body or spirit), but all of us—our whole person. Second, it involves
“the most intense and concentrated devotion.” No one should drift
toward the finish line. It involves serious effort (which is why Paul
compared it to a fight and a race!). Third, intense, whole-person devo-
tion is only as good as its object. Therefore Murray makes clear that
the devotion must be to “those means which God has ordained for the
achievement of his saving purpose.” God’s people will persevere by
God’s grace by using God’s means (“especially the Word, sacraments,
and prayer”3) to the advancement of God’s glory.

Overview of the Contributors

In accordance with Philippians 3:12, none of the contributors to this
book will claim to have already obtained full sanctification; but each
of them is pressing on to make it his or her own because Christ Jesus
has first made them his own.

You’ll notice that each contributor has decades of experience in
walking with Jesus. Helen Roseveare was born in 1925, Jerry Bridges
in 1928, John MacArthur in 1939, John Piper in 1946. Randy Alcorn
is the youngster of the group, born in 1954.

As someone a few years younger than these wise saints, I think it
would be a grave mistake to assume that this is therefore a book only
for those who are older. All Christians, no matter their age, want to

2John Murray, Redemption—Accomplished and Applied (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1955),
192-193.
3Westminster Larger Catechism, Answer #154.
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make it to the end. And we don’t want to barely make it by the skin
of our teeth, but to “lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so
closely, and . . . run with endurance the race that is set before us, look-
ing to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith” (Heb. 12:1-2).
One of the best ways we can do this is to sit at the feet of those who
have spent years running with Jesus.

Overview of the Chapters

Jerry Bridges says there are four foundational, fundamental actions
that will enable us to fight the good fight of faith and to finish well:
(1) a daily time of focused personal communion with God; (2) a
daily appropriation of the gospel; (3) a daily commitment to be a
living sacrifice to God; (4) a firm belief in the sovereignty and love
of God. Bridges reminds us that our aim is not only to persevere but
to endure—not only to stand firm but to move forward toward the
finish line and the presence of God in glory.

John Piper addresses the question of how to get old to the glory
of God. The key, he says, is to grow old in a way that makes God
(and not the world) look glorious and all-satisfying. But a significant
obstacle toward this goal is the fear of not maintaining a treasuring
of Christ. Two common strategies seek to overcome this fear: (1) the
belief that perseverance in faith and love are not essential for final sal-
vation, and (2) the belief that the necessity of perseverance depends on
our own efforts. Piper explains why both views are dead wrong: per-
severance is necessary for final salvation, and perseverance is certain
for all those who are in Christ. The biblical antidote for overcoming
the fear of not preserving is to see the fight of faith as a fight to delight
in Christ as our highest treasure.

John MacArthur has been in pastoral ministry at one church
long enough to witness every kind of attack imaginable: on his char-
acter, his life, and his ministry. So in order to learn how to survive,
MacArthur has made a lifelong study of Paul’s life. Drawing espe-
cially upon a careful examination of 2 Corinthians, MacArthur shows
what Paul embraced:

e the superiority of the new covenant

e the reality that ministry is a mercy

e the necessity of a pure heart
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e the duty of accurately handling the Word of God

e the truth that the results of his ministry did not depend on him

e the reality of his own insignificance

e the benefits of suffering

e the need for bold conviction

e cternity as the priority

Randy Alcorn, at our request, recounts his own family’s persever-
ance in a trial. He also explains some of the things he has learned from
endurance in a cause: namely, that we should be motivated by Jesus,
not by anger; that endurance in a cause can build the character, faith,
and insight of children; and that followers of Jesus should expect
injustice and misrepresentation. With regard to endurance in general,
Alcorn observes that who you become is the product of the daily
choices you make—what you daily choose to delight in and meditate
upon. Alcorn closes by telling the moving story of Jim Elliot’s brother,
the one whom almost no one knows.

Helen Roseveare has lived a fascinating life of endurance with
Christ. In her personal and biblical chapter, she touches upon the
past, the present, and the future testimony of her Christian life, orga-
nized around the theme of “one thing.” First, one thing I know—
from the statement of the man who encountered Jesus and relayed
to the authorities, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing
I do know, that though I was blind, now I see” (John 9:25). Second,
one thing I do—from Paul’s statement about perseverance: “one
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead . . .” (Phil. 3:13). Third, one thing I ask—from the
psalmist’s prayer: “One thing have I asked of the LorD, that will T
seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of
my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his
temple” (Ps. 27:4).

The book closes with two interviews I conducted during the con-
ference from which this book originated (September 28-29, 2007).
The first was with John Piper and John MacArthur, the second with
all of the contributors minus MacArthur. The transcripts are lightly
edited but still retain the feel of the actual conversations. Our hope
is that these sessions will give you a bit of personal insight into these
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men and women who are seeking to endure and are teaching us to
do the same.

Blessings and Benedictions for Our Readers

Have you ever noticed that many of the biblical benedictions and
blessings concern God’s keeping and your persevering? Toward that
end, we pray the following may be true of all those who take up this

book:
The LoRD bless you and keep you. . . . (Num. 6:24)

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely
do it. (1 Thess. 5:23-24)

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal
covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will,
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. (Heb. 13:20-21)

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present
you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the
only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty,
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
(Jude 24-25)

Amen.
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